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It is @a moment of immense pleasure that the Department of Political Science,
Radha Govinda Baruah College is publishing the e-magazine PRATITEE for the
year 2026. It is a great endeavour to showcase the writing capabilities of the
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[etter from
the Editor

It is a profound privilege to be part of the fifth edition of our department’s
E-Magazine, PRATITEE. My heartfelt gratitude goes to Dr. Pranjit Kumar Nath,
Principal of Radha Govinda Baruah College, for his unwavering
encouragement.

This edition blooms with a wider vision—embracing social and political themes
while celebrating the yearlong endeavors of our Political Science students. It
mirrors their passions, dreams, and tireless dedication, weaving together
effort and aspiration.

| remain deeply thankful to our esteemed faculty for entrusting me with this
responsibility, and to Dr. Deepan C Das, for his constant support. My sincere
appreciation also extends to Dr. Bidisha Bora, Head of the Department and
Ms. Archana Borah for their invaluable guidance.

May the pages ahead reflect the beauty of our collective spirit. Thank you for
believing in me.

Editor’s
Anuska Manaili
Student-in-Charge




Message from
Teacher-in-charge

It is with great pleasure that | present the fifth edition of our department e-
magazine, "PRATITEE". This edition embodies the collective ideas,
experiences, knowledge, beliefs, and reflections that shape our political
framework.

Political science is more than a subject; it is a discipline that fosters informed
citizenship, critical thinking, and responsible engagement with society. This e-
Magazine serves as a platform for students to engage in intellectual
discussions, express their insights, and critically analyze political
developments that shape our society and the world at large.

At the outset, | extend my sincere gratitude to our respected Principal Sir for
his continuous encouragement and support, and to our Head of the
Department, Dr. Bidisha Bora and Ms. Archana Borah for providing the
necessary guidance to make this initiative a success. | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the editorial team and all contributors for their relentless
efforts and for creating such a vibrant discursive space. | extend my best
wishes to them for a bright and promising future.
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ey _'E\_ Dr. Deepan C Das

Teacher-in-charge
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India's Geopolitics:
Strategic Position in the
Modern World

Priyanka Bora, 6th Semester

Geopolitics is an important concept in political science
that explains how geography influences the political
decisions and international relations of countries. The
term combines two ideas: "geo," meaning earth or
geography, and "politics," meaning the governance and
power relations among nations. Geopolitics studies how
factors such as location, borders, natural resources,
population, and access to seas or trade routes shape the
power and strategies of a country. In today's

interconnected world, geopolitics plays a crucial role in
determining how nations cooperate, compete, and
sometimes come into conflict with each other.

For India, geopolitics holds special importance because of
its strategic geographical location and its growing
influence in global affairs. India is one of the largest
countries in the world in terms of population and
territory, and it is located in a region that connects several
important parts of Asia. Because of this position, India
plays an important role in maintaining regional balance
and promoting cooperation among nations.

India's
Relations

Neighbours and Regional

India is located in South Asia and shares its borders with
several countries such as China, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar. These neighboring
countries influence India's foreign policy and regional
relations.  Maintaining  peaceful and  cooperative
relationships with neighbors is essential for economic
development, regional security, and political stability.
However, at times there may be disagreements over
borders, resources, or political interests. In such
situations,  diplomatic  discussions and  peaceful
negotiations become important tools for resolving
conflicts and maintaining stability in the region.

India's geographical position also connects it to different
cultural, economic, and political regions. Historically, the
Indian subcontinent has been an important center of
trade and cultural exchange. Ancient trade routes passed
through India, linking it with Central Asia, Southeast Asia,
and the Middle East. These historical connections have
helped shape India's cultural diversity and its long
tradition of international interaction.
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India and the Indian Ocean

One of the most significant aspects of India's geopolitics
is its access to the Indian Ocean. The Indian Ocean is one
of the world's most important maritime regions because it
connects major continents such as Asia, Africa, and
Europe. A large portion of global trade, including energy
supplies like oil and natural gas, passes through sea routes
in this region. Because of this, the Indian Ocean has great
economic and strategic importance for many countries.

India's presence along the Indian Ocean coastline allows it
to play an important role in maintaining maritime security
and ensuring safe trade routes. The stability of this region
is important not only for India but also for the global
economy. Therefore, India often works with other
countries to promote cooperation, prevent piracy, and
maintain peace in the Indian Ocean region.

Relations with Major Global Powers

Another key factor in India's geopolitics is its relationship
with major global powers. Countries such as the United
States, Russia and Japan have strong influence in
international politics and economics. India maintains
friendly relations and partnerships with these nations in
areas such as trade, defense cooperation, technology, and
education. These partnerships help India strengthen its
economic growth and improve its global position.

India's growing cconomy has also increased its
importance in global geopolitics. As one of the fastest
developing economies, India has become an important
market and a major contributor to global trade. Many
countries see India as an important partner for economic
cooperation, investment, and technological development.
This economic strength helps India increase its influence
in international decision-making,.

and

International
Diplomacy

Participation

Another important aspect of India's geopolitical role is its
participation in international organizations and global
discussions. India actively contributes to debates on issues
such as climate change, global security, sustainable
development, and economic cooperation. By participating
in international forums and partnerships, India works
with other countries to find solutions to global challenges.

India also promotes the idea of peaceful coexistence and
mutual respect among nations. Through diplomacy,
cultural exchange, and economic cooperation, India aims
to build strong relationships with countries around the
world. This approach reflects the belief that cooperation
and dialogue are essential for maintaining peace and
stability in international relations.
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Geopolitical Challenges

At the same time, India must also address several
geopolitical challenges. Issues such as border security,
regional conflicts, energy needs, and economic
competition require careful planning and strategic
decision-making. The government must balance national
interests with international cooperation in order to
protect the country's security and promote long-term
development.

Geopolitics also affects the daily lives of citizens in
indirect ways. Decisions related to trade agrecments,
international partnerships, and security policies influence
economic growth, job opportunities, and technological
progress. Therefore, understanding geopolitics helps
people become more aware of how global political
decisions can affect their own country and society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, geopolitics plays a vital role in shaping
India’s position in the modern world. India's strategic
location, strong economic growth, and active
participation in global affairs make it an important player
in international politics. By maintaining peaceful relations
with neighbors, strengthening partnerships with major
world powers, and promoting cooperation in the Indian
Ocean region, India continues to enhance its influence in
global geopolitics. As the world becomes more
interconnected, India's geopolitical importance is likely to
grow even further, making it a key contributor to regional
stability and global progress.
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Geopolitics and Its
mportance in the

Modern World

Shekhar Mahaseth, 6" Semester

Geopolitics is the study of how geography, power, and
politics influence the relationships between countries. It
examines how factors such as location, natural resources,
borders, and population affect the decisions and
strategies of nations. In the modern world, geopolitics
plays a very important role in shaping international
relations, global security, and economic cooperation.
Countries often make political and strategic decisions
based on their geographical advantages and challenges.
Therefore, understanding geopolitics helps us understand
why nations cooperate, compete, or sometimes come into
conflict with each other.

One of the key elements of geopolitics is geography. The
physical location of a country can influence its political
and economic power. For example, countries that have
access o oceans and important sea routes often develop
strong trade networks. Similarly, countries that have rich
natural resources such as oil, gas, minerals, or [ertile land
gain economic and strategic advantages. Because of these
factors, many international disputes and alliances are
connected to geographical interests.

Another important aspect of geopolitics is  the
competition for power among major countries, Powerful
nations try to expand their influence in different regions
of the world. This influence can be political, economic,
military, or cultural. For instance, countries may create
alliances, sign trade agreements, or establish military
bases in other regions in order to strengthen their global
position. These actions are often influenced by
geopolitical strategies that aim to protect national
interests and maintain global influence.

In recent years, geopolitics has become even more
complex due to globalization and technological
development. Issues such as cyber security, energy
security, climate change, and international trade have
become important parts of geopolitical discussions. For
example, control over energy resources like oil and
natural gas has become a major geopolitical issue because
many countries depend on these resources for economic
development. As a result, nations try to secure stable
supply routes and partnerships.

Geopolitics also affects regional stability and conflicts.
Many conflicts around the world are linked to territorial
disputes, border disagreements, or competition for
resources. At the same time, geopolitical cooperation can
also promote peace and development. International
organizations and diplomatic negotiations often help
countries resolve disputes and maintain stability in
different regions.
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India also plays an important role in global geopolitics.
Due to its strategic location in South Asia, large
population, and growing economy, India is considered an
important regional and global actor. India maintains
diplomatic relations with many countries and participates
in international organizations (0 promote peace,
development, and cooperation. India's foreign policy
often reflects geopolitical considerations related to
security, trade, and regional stability.

In conclusion, geopolitics is a crucial concept for
understanding the political and strategic behavior of
nations. It explains how geography and power influence
global relationships and international decision making. In
today's interconnected world, knowledge of geopolitics
helps students and citizens better understand global
events, international conflicts, and cooperation among
countries. Therefore, studying geopolitics is very
important for those who want to understand international
politics and the changing dynamics of the modern world.
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Priti Saha, 6th Semester

Introduction

When we consider the world map, we see boundaries and
countries. But what lies beyond these boundaries is a
complex web of politics, strategy, and competition. Geo
politics is more than just geography. It is how geography
shapes politics, strategies, and competitions on the global
stage. The 2lst century has scen geo-politics become
more complex and dynamic than ever before. Today, geo-
politics encompasses not only land and water but also
technology, cyberspace, energy corridors, and global
institutions.

Classical Bases of Geo-Politics

The roots of geo-political thought were planted by
classical scholars who belicved that geography defined
politics and power. The early theories were all about
territorial domination and geo strategic location. Theories
such as the Heartland Theory, Sea Power Theory, and
Rimland Theory defined global politics during the World
Wars and the Cold War cra. These theories were
formulated in the early wwentieth century, but they
continue to shape modern foreign policies and strategic
planning,.

Theoretical ~ Perspectives:  Realism,

Liberalism, and Constructivism
For a better understanding of modern geo-politics,

theoretical perspectives of International Relations help a
great deal.

eo-Politics

Realism perceives the world as a competitive arena where
states are engaged in a struggle for power and security.
Military power, strategic alliances, and economic
competition reflect realist approaches, where the national
interest is paramount.

Liberalism, on the other hand, focuses on cooperation
and international institutions, trade, and diplomacy.
Global institutions and economic interdependence are
attempts to reduce conflicts and create stability. But even
in cooperation, strategic thinking is involved.

Constructivism emphasizes the role of ideas, identities,
and values. States' behavior is driven not only by material
interests but also by historical experiences and national
identity. Thus, global politics is as much shaped by
perception and ideology as by power.

Shifting Global Power Structure

The 21st century has seen the end of the unipolar world
and the growing reality of a multipolar world. The rising
powers are increasingly asserting their influence in global
governance, The strategic rivalry in the Indo-Pacific
region illustrates how balance of power politics remains a
reality in international relations.
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Energys TeChHOIOgy, and NeW .!.g.' -
Battlefields _

Energy security remains a core issue in geo-political
rivalries. Access to oil, gas, and natural resources is often
the determinant of alliances and rivalries. At the same
time, technology has become a new batdefield. Countries
are competing in artificial intelligence, cyber security,
semiconductor manufacturing, and digital infrastructure.

Cyber warfare and disinformation campaigns illustrate
how power can be wielded without classical military
power. The control of data and digital infrastructure has
become as crucial as control of territory.

Climate  Change and Emerging
Challenges

Climate change has further widened the agenda of geo-
politics. Environmental crises such as water shortages,
rising sea levels, and climate migration have become new
sources of rivalry. The melting Arctic and competition for /
natural resources illustrate how environmental changes
shape strategic choices.

Conclusion

Geo politics in the 2lst century is a combination of the
age old struggle for power and the new realities of the
global world. While the struggle for power between
nations continues, cooperation and diplomacy are also
necessary for maintaining global stability. The study of
geo-politics through theoretical and practical approaches
helps us understand conflicts, alliances, and future
challenges. In a globalized world, sound leadership and
diplomatic acumen are necessary for maintaining global
peace and order.

Bibliography
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Election: The Backbone

of Democracy

Nandini Tiwari, 2nd Semester

Elections are the foundation of the democratic system.
They give citizens the right to choose their leaders and
take part in shaping the country's future. India is the
world's largest democratic country, and elections are held

regularly every 5 vears to maintain people's trust in
governance.

Importance of Elections

Elections are essential for a healthy democracy. In India,
voting is a fundamental right for every citizen aged 18
years and above. To vote, a person must register on the
electoral roll. Voting is carried out through Electronic
Voting Machines, which makes the process easy and
secure. The secrecy of voting is maintained so that voters
can choose freely without fear or pressure and by
participating in clections, pcople contribute to shaping the
political future of the country.

Election at Multiple Levels

India conducts elections at multiple levels. Panchayat and
municipal elections focus on local development such as
water supply, sanitation, and roads. State Assembly
clections decide the government of each state, while Lok
Sabha elections determine the national government. Each
level of election plays an important role in governance.

Role of Election Commission

In India, the entire election process is managed by the
Election Commission of India. It is an independent
constitutional body that works to ensure that elections are
free, fair, and transparent. It decides election schedules,
supervises campaigns, and monitors polling and counting
of votes. It also enforces rules to prevent misuse of power
during elections and monitors political campaigns to
maintain the integrity of the electoral process.

“The Ballot is stronger than the Bullet.” —
Abraham Lincoln

Challenges in Elections

Despite their importance, elections face several
challenges. The use of money power, misinformation and
criminalization of politics can affect fair competition. In
recent years, fake news and social media influence have
become a serious concern for voters. Political pressure
can also influence voters' decisions. Ensuring free and fair
elections requires strict monitoring, strong laws, and
effective supervision by the Election Commission of India.

Voter Participation Rate

Indian elections involve massive planning. In the 2024
general elections, there were nearly 98 crore eligible
voters and lakhs of polling stations across the country.
The voter turnout was about 66%, reflecting active
participation {rom citizens, including women and young
voters. By 2025, the total number of registered voters
crossed 99 crores, showing continuous growth in voter
registration.
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Role of Youth in Elections

Young voters play a crucial role in strengthening
democracy. Their participation brings fresh ideas and
energy into the political system. Students and young
citizens are the future voters of the nation. Schools and
colleges often organize mock elections, debates, and
awareness programs to teach students about democracy.
Students can help by spreading voter awareness, helping
family members register, and understanding social issues.
When youth actively vote and stay informed, they
contribute to a more responsible and accountable
government,

Conclusion

Elections are the backbone of democracy. Elections teach
important values like equality, responsibility, and respect
for the Constitution. When citizens vote wisely, they help
build a government that works for the people. Thus,
clections play a vital role in strengthening India's
democracy and ensuring a better future for all. Therefore,
a strong democracy depends not only on a fair electoral
system but also on awarc and responsible citizens who
use their right to vote wisely.

L pRoTECT |
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CITIZENSHIP

Abhishek Medhi, 6th Semester

In political science, citizenship is much more than just
holding a passport. It is a dynamic relationship between
an individual and a political community (usually a state),
defined by rights, duties, and a sense of identity.

Think of it as the "right to have rights," as philosopher
Hannah Arendt famously put it.

1. The Three Pillars of Citizenship

According to the influential framework by T.H. Marshall,
citizenship evolved in three distinet stages:

+ Civil Citizenship: Liberty of person, freedom of speech,
thought and faith, and the right to justice (18th century).

« Political Citizenship: The right to participate in the
exercise of political power, as a member of a body
invested with political authority or as an elector (19th
century).

¢ Social Citizenship: The right to a modicum of economic

welfare and security; the right to share to the full in the
social heritage (20th century).

2. Theoretical Perspectives

Different schools of thought view the "ideal” citizenship
differently:

Perspective Core ldea Focus
Liberalism Citizenship is a Protection of
legal status. individual rights and
personal autonomy.
Civic Citizenship is an = Duty to participate in

Republicanism active practice. politics and prioritize

the "common good"”,

Communitarianism Citizenship is Emphasis on
rooted in specific belonging to a
culture. community.

ol

3. How Citizenship is Acquired

Most modern states follow one of two legal principles for
granting citizenship at birth:

1.Jus Soli (Right of Soil): Citizenship is determined by
where you are born (common in the Americas).

2.Jus Sanguinis (Right of Blood): Citizenship is
determined by the nationality of your parents,
regardless of location (common in Europe and Asia).

3.Naturalization: The legal process through which a
non citizen acquires citizenship after meeting specific
residency and legal requirements.

4. Modern Challenges

The concept of citizenship is currently being reshaped by
globalization and technology:

« Global Citizenship: The idea that individuals have
responsibilities to the world at large, not just their nation-
state.

« Digital Citizenship: How we engage with political
systems and communities through digital platforms.

+ Dual/Multiple Nationality: The increasing trend of
individuals holding legal ties to more than one country,
challenging traditional notions of singular lovalty.



( Page 11

Article

5. Formal vs. Substantive Citizenship

Political scientists often distinguish between having
citizenship "on paper” and being able to use it in reality.
*Formal Citizenship: The legal status of being a member
of a state (having the ID card).

*Substantive Citizenship: The actual ability to exercise the
rights associated with that status. For example, a person
might legally have the right to vote (formal), but if there
are no polling stations in their language or area, they lack
substantive citizenship.

6. The "Dimensions" of Citizenship

Modern scholarship often breaks citizenship down into
four interconnected dimensions:

1.Legal Status: Defined by civil, political, and social rights.
2.Rights: The specific entitlements guaranteed by the
state.

3.Political Participation: Active engagement in the
democratic process (voting, protesting, or running for
office).

4.Sense of Belonging: The psychological or cultural
feeling of being "part of the nation."

7. Emerging Models of Citizenship

As the world becomes more interconnected, new models
are challenging the traditional "one person, one state"
idea:

Post-National Citizenship

This theory suggests that individual rights are increasingly
protected by international human rights laws rather than
just national ones. For example, an EU citizen has rights
that follow them across different countries, regardless of
their specific nationality.

Transnational Citizenship

As migration increases, many people maintain active
political and social lives in two countries at once—sending
remittances "home," voting in foreign elections, and
staying connected via digital media.

Differentiated Citizenship

Proposed by theorists like Iris Marion Young, this argues
that in diverse societies, treating everyone exactly the
same can actually be unfair. Instead, it suggests that
minority groups should be granted "group-differentiated
rights" (like language protections or land rights) to ensure
they have an equal standing in society.

8. Exclusion and "Second-Class"

Citizenship

Citizenship is inherently "exclusionary"—by defining who
is in, it automatically defines who is out.

*Denizens: Residents who live and work in a country
legally (like Green Card holders) but lack full political
rights (like voting).

* Marginalization: Even full citizens can be treated as
"second-class" due to systemic racism, poverty, or gender
discrimination, limiting their influence on the state.

Summary Table: Rights and
Responsibilities
Type Individual Receives Individual
(Rights) Gives (Duties)
Legal / Fair trial, freedom of speech  Obeying the law
Civil
Political Right to vote, hold office Staying
informed, voting
Social / Education, healthcare, Paying taxes

Economic welfare
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Afghanistan—Pakistan
Border Contflict

Manorama Boro, 2" Semester

Geographical & Ethnic
Afghanistan and Pakistan

History of

Afghanistan and Pakistan share deep historical and
cultural ties shaped by geography, migration and colonial
boundaries.

Historical Background

For centuries, this region was ruled by ancient and
medieval empires such as the Achaemenids, Mauryas,
Kushans, Ghaznavids, and Mughals. Cities like Kabul,
Kandahar, Peshawar, and Taxila were major centers of
trade and culture. Tribal communities, especially Pashtun

and Baloch groups, continued to maintain strong
identities throughout these periods.

™

Geography

Afghanistan’s rugged Hindu Kush mountains and

Pakistan’s varied landscape of mountains, plains, and
deserts shaped settlement and movement. The difficult
terrain allowed many border tribes to remain semi-
independent and connected across regions.

The Durand Line (1893)

The modern border, called the Durand Line, was drawn
by British India and Afghanistan in 1893, When Pakistan
was formed in 1947, it inherited this boundary. Pakistan
considers it an international border, while Afghanistan
has questioned it because it divides ethnic groups —
especially the Pashtuns.

Ethnic Composition

Both countries are ethnically diverse. The Pashtun belt
stretches across both nations, and Baloch communities
also live on both sides, creating strong cross-border
cultural ties.

Afghanistan: Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks
Pakistan: Punjabis, Pashtuns, Sindhis, Baloch

Timeline of Events

February 21-22: Pakistan launches initial airstrikes, killing
militants per Pakistani claims; UNAMA verifies at least 13
civilian deaths.

February 26: Taliban retaliates with attacks on Pakistani
outposts; Pakistan responds with Operation Ghazab Lil
Haq, striking Taliban sites in Kabul and Kandahar.

March 5 7: Clashes continue in Khost, Paktia, and others;
Pakistan airstrikes hit Taliban positions, Taliban claims
heavy Pakistani losses.
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Impact of the Conflict

UNAMA documented 56 civilian deaths and 129 injuries
in Afghanistan by March 6, with over 115,000 displaced
there and 3,000 in Pakistan. Pakistan claims over 500
Taliban killed and hundreds of outposts destroyved by
early March, while Taliban say they inflicted 300+
Pakistani deaths.

Current Status

As of early March 2026, fighting persists with airstrikes,
artillery, and drones along the 2,600+ km Durand Line,
amid Pakistan’s refusal for talks until Taliban curb
militants. China has mediated to reduce tensions.

Conclusion

The Afghanistan—Pakistan border conflict remains rooted
in history, particularly the disputed Durand Line and the
division of ethnic communitics like the Pashtuns. While
Pakistan rccognizes the border as official, Afghanistan
continues to question its legitimacy. This disagreement,
combined with security concerns and cross border
movement, has kept tensions alive for decades. Lasting
peace will depend on mutual understanding, cooperation,
and respect for both political boundaries and shared
cultural ties.
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